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continuing next year; and further increases based on performance
further in creases, ranging from 1.5 to 2.5 percent to be
implemented on the employee's anniversary date. A major f ocus
of my budget recommendations relates toservices for children
and families. We must work to improve the quality of care f or
chi l d re n w ho do not live in their own homes and who are the
responsibility of the state, while continuing t he e mphasi s on
reuniting parents and children. Specifically, w e are p l a n n i n g
to significantly expand training programs and t o st r en g t h e n
supoort services for foster parents. Recruitment efforts will
be stepped-up to assure quality placements. I am a ls o i n c l u d i n g
$3 million to develop community services for children i n or d e r
to take advantage of the planning and development strategies
that evolved in Nebraska's application for funding from t h e
C asey F o u nda t i o n . The focus will be at the community-level
where children and families are appropriately served. F urther ,
I am submitting legislation as part of my tax cut proposal which
would allow families with working parents t o c l a i m u p t o
25 percent of the federal income tax credit o n t h e i r Neb r a s k a
tax return. Much time and effort have gone into the preparation
o f t he s e pr op o s a l s . Some difficult decisions h ad t o b e
made.. . and were made. This i s a bud ge t designed t o keep
Nebraska moving forward; to bring improvement to the quality of
education in our state; to broaden the range of opportunities
for all our citizens; and to brighten the future of our children
a nd f o r ou r g r and ch i l d r e n . You can l oo k a r o und t h e C hamber
t oday and se e t h e f ac e s of these children for whom we a r e
working . I n my case, I hav e my da u ghte r , Su z a nne.. .per f e c t
timing, and grandson, Taylor, who are with me today. There ar e
Taylor s i n al l ou r lives and Senator Carson Rogers has his
Taylor with him today, his three-month-old grandson as well as
his grandchildren, Nichelle and Natthew. S enator E l r o y H e f n e r
has with him his grandchildren, Laura, Jason and Jill. I ha v e
here a newspaper photograph, Senator Robak's grandchild. I see
Senator Bernard-Stevens has his son with him today, and, Senato r
L abedz, I kn ow you h ave e n ough n i ec e s and nep h ews and
grandchildren to fill this entire Chamber. ( laughter ) 0u r
purposes and the commitments to the f utur e a r e sh a red by my
agency directors, Kermit NcNurry and Bill NcCartney, who have
with them some of their children. And we can l o o k u p i nt o the
south balcony and see the faces of the third and fourth graders
from St. Mary's Schoo'; fifth and sixth graders f rom C l a re
NcPhee. Al so j oi n i n g us today are students from Pius X and
students from Southeast High S c h o o l. The se y oung p eop l e
represen t a l l ou r chi ld ren a n d o u r grandchildren...and their
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